Teicoplanin. A review of its antibacterial activity, pharmacokinetic properties and therapeutic potential.
Teicoplanin is a glycopeptide antibiotic with a molecular structure which is related to that of vancomycin. Gram-positive bacteria such as staphylococci (including methicillin-resistant strains), streptococci, enterococci and many anaerobic Gram-positive bacteria are susceptible to teicoplanin in vitro. Teicoplanin has an exceptionally long half-life, allowing once-daily intramuscular or intravenous administration. Teicoplanin is clinically and bacteriologically effective against a wide variety of Gram-positive infections such as septicaemia, endocarditis, skin and soft tissue infections and infections associated with venous catheters. The drug is equally efficacious against methicillin-resistant and -susceptible staphylococci. Adverse effects with teicoplanin are generally limited to local effects or hypersensitivity reactions. While teicoplanin has the potential for ototoxicity and nephrotoxicity, the incidence appears to be quite low when recommended serum concentrations are maintained. Teicoplanin is a valuable alternative to vancomycin, and providing controlled comparative studies prove equivalent safety and efficacy between the 2 glycopeptides the more easily administered teicoplanin should become the preferred antibacterial agent.